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Forbes, Esther Rainbow the Road 
Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 26, 1954. 343p. $3.75. 


Just before railroads were built and while people still 
traveled chaise, coach and flatboat and stopped 
taverns and inns, going-on-fourteen boy accompanied 
itinerant portrait painter his rounds through New 
England all one golden summer. Now successful 
Kansas businessman his mid-sixties, the boy looks 
back through the years’ magic haze and makes 
experience the freshness springtime, the easy fellow- 
ship, the conviviality taproom and caravan, and the 
freedom from irksome responsibility knew for few 
months. the same time, without ever breaking the 
enchanted circle which bound the boy adventurous 
association with the man admired, and without dim- 
ming the nostalgic atmosphere boyhood, the reflec- 
tions maturity color the incidents brutality and 
earthiness which the teen-ager witnessed that summer, 
and keep the perspective true. the background 
stream hawkers, packmen, journeymen and peddlers 
walk drive along the roads, bringing lonely farm 
women their first contact year’s time with the out- 
side world, and farm and village women alike the 
pins, patent medicines, Bibles and tracts, essences, laces 
and ribbons, pinchbeck jewelry, and ballads they crave. 
the cold, Puritanical New England showing 
sunny, almost pagan, side which the reader meets 
this story the early 19th century. 


Eddy, orphan facing four-years apprenticeship, ac- 
companies his usual summer peddling jaunt the 
sensitive, self-taught Jude, married practical, hard- 
working, sensible farm woman, but unable fall 
with her plans open staid interior decorating and 
paintshop, and restless because feels has not 
achieved his potentialities. with stock 
paintings prepared during the winter months and com- 
plete except for the faces painted when three- 
dollar commissions are received, the his 
clerk choose their stopping places the evidence 
affluence shown Congregational church, cemetery, 
and “the decency the common and the fence around 
Even before they leave home, Jude’s imagination 
stirred ballad about one Ruby Lambkin, home- 
spun Robin Hood said look much like Jude himself. 

heir journeying made more exciting, though not 
easier, people, the sheriff included, who mistake him 
for the outlaw with price his head. When Jude 
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entangles himself the charms sleepy siren, 
Ruby who unintentionally frees him; just Ruby 
who kills the sheriff, thereby alienating the romantic 
sympathy the country folk feel for him. Nevertheless, 
spite Eddy’s and Jude’s final encounter with the 
outlaw, the painter retains his half-envy for the wilful 
individual who has done what Jude has wanted do, 
“had been touch more agile.” With Thanksgiving, 
the pair are back the farmhouse once more, Eddy for 
five-day stay before his apprenticeship begins, Jude the 
boy suspects for good. 


The author particularly successful her ability 
create feeling for place and time. (It safe antici- 
pate the appearance some the chapters antholo- 
gies—say, chapters 14-16.) Like her earlier novels 
colonial and Revolutionary the social historical 
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facts seem accurate and soundly interpreted. Charac- 
ters are individual, three-dimensional 
credible. The book whole delight. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Montagu, Ewen The Man Who Never Was 
Lippincott. Jan. 27, 1954. 160p. $2.75. 


The author, officer British Naval Intelligence dur- 
ing World War II, was largely responsible for the origin 
and execution ruse which, there good reason 
believe, contributed greatly the success the Allied 
invasion Sicily. This book the account, “now 
can told” basis, the development the 
strategem. 

the assumption that German agents were work 
Spain and had intimate contact with persons tne 
Spanish staff, the British outfitted dead body, care- 
fully selected, with the trappings major the 
Royal Marines. Planting the body sufficient matter 
warrant his identity and adding highly informative 
personal letter from one high British officer another 
the field, they drifted the body ashore the Spanish 
coast from submarine. 


The effects the deception reached Hitler himself, 
and German strength, the basis the false leads, 
was dissipated the time the Sicilian invasion began, 
repel moves that never materialized and had never, 
fact, been contemplated. 


The slightness the volume makes doubtful bar- 
gain the price, but the analysis preparation and 
calculation many levels feint provides startling 
and entertaining reading for one interested espionage 
matters military. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


Stuart, Henry Longan Weeping Cross 
Regnery. Jan. 19, 1954. 372p. $4.00. 

Whatever the various defects and virtues this novel, 
one attribute certainly has—cleverness. Written 
memoir, ostensibly composed aging priest some- 
time the late seventeenth century, has astonish- 
ing air authenticity. easy suspend disbelief 
and read the work piece agonized auto- 
biography. 

The memoir begins with Richard Fitzsimon’s landing 
Boston 1652. His lands plundered, his fortune gone, 
himself taken prisoner Cromwell’s troops, has 
been sent America indentured servant. The 
man’s spirit broken but finds some solace his 
new home, for given kind treatment his master, 
Colonel Fleming, and soon loved the colonel’s 
daughter, Agnes. His love becomes the torment 
Fitzsimon’s delighted find that has 
won the heart his capricious mistress, but his delicate 
conscience tells him that heading for moral 
catastrophe; evident that this love can never 
hallowed and equally evident that will eventually 


Best 


find its fullest expression. The opportunity for con- 
summation the illicit affair comes when the master 
the house departs for prolonged stay another 
part the colony. the very day his departure, 
letter, carried Indian, brings Fitzsimon word 
that Jesuit friend waiting with party French 
and friendly Indians help him escape 
Despite the internal struggle that Fitzsimon 
through, there doubt about the course will 
take; refuses meet the party and, full 
reproach, goes the consummation his sinful union 
with the woman who laughs his scruples 


Richard’s tortured bliss short-lived. After some 
months, his mistress suddenly grows cold towards him 
and makes him feel anew the misery his 
lot. One day manages procure some liquor, gets 
into politico-religious quarrel with some villagers, and 
starts small riot. result, whipped and put 
into the stocks. night, when released and left 
lying the street, gets word that the Jesuit has 
returned and that there are many Indians approaching 
the town destroy it. makes his way his mistress 
and persuades her run from the town with him; 
the forest they are married the Jesuit. Foiled the 
plan going Canada, the party turns back towards 
the town and finds flames; Richard tries unsuccess- 
fully save some the inhabitants and sees his wife 
cut down stray bullet. From her dying words 
learns that she has always loved him deeply and sin- 
cerely, and had turned against him only for the sake 
his soul. The “memoir” ends here but there 
note saying that Fitzsimon made his way Europe, and 
various remarks the account make clear that has 
become Jesuit priest. 


This the third edition Weeping first, 
1908, gained little acclaim; fact, was displeasing 
Catholics. Feeling that new literary climate afford- 
the book better chance, publishers brought out 
again 1933. Again the book was failure and quickly 
went out print. Now the Thomas More Book Club 
actively supporting third edition the hope that 
American Catholics are present disposed welcome 
mature novel sin and punishment. Among the 
critics who have considered Weeping Cross worthy 
serious consideration Sigrid Undset, whose interest 
readily understandable because Stuart has handled well 
typical Undset theme—passionate and uneasy love 
that narrowly misses sublime happiness and_ turns 
instead into bitterness and sorrow. 


Whether Catholics general will finally accord this 
novel warm reception open question. The sensi- 
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Life Worth Living (Ila) 

Triumph and Tragedy (Ila) 
The St. Louis 
The Age the Moguls 


tive will certainly annoyed Richard’s long, falter- 
ing, but inevitable descent into sin; the very slowness 
the approach makes the account seem almost lurid 
focuses attention each segment the way. More 
sophisticated readers will probably grow impatient 
the voluminous self-reproaches which pave the whole 
read. Yet, Stuart has told very moving tale, much 
the force gathering toward the climatic dying con- 


fession the woman. 


way, Stuart’s cleverness has led him into trouble. 
Not that there any false ring his work, for though 
have doubts times whether priest would 
ever have written confession such questionable 
propriety, our doubts are transitory. Actually the 
author has succeeded wonderfully capturing and 
transmitiing the language and style, the moods and atti- 
tudes seventeenth-century cavalier. unfor- 
tunate, however, that has introduced goodly 
amount the wordiness native such character; 
the journal sounds all too much like the rhetoric-filled 
product graduate Saint Omer. could have 
been much shorter. And the character Richard 
given far too much detail—though none 
inaccurate. The young man clean conscience, set 
values, and habitual attitudes, gloomy and scrupu- 
lous disposition, cast into strange circumstances and 
succumbing unusual temptation, would act Rich- 
ard does. would show, Richard does, insta- 
bility and immaturity belying his twenty-nine years. 
would shamefully abject before his mistress 
Richard is. And would exasperate the people who 
dealt with him Richard will undoubtedly exasperate 
some his readers. Stuart’s psychology amazingly 
sound, but there deal too much it. 


Though has faults, this powerful novel. Its audi- 
ence may always limited because exposes, merci- 
lessly and meticulously, the tortures man who 
knowingly violates tender conscience, but out- 
standing. fact, may that theme and treatment 
make this book unique American letters. 


There unfortunate error the introduction 
this edition. Reference made the appearance 


the book the historical figure, Father Isaac Jogues; 
the fictitious character the novel has the name 


Neill 
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“Victor Jogues” and the events take place some six 
years after the death Saint Isaac. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Demarest, Phyllis Gordon The Naked Risk 
Doubleday. Jan. 1954. 377p. $3.95. 

New York the post-Civil War days, Abby Mc- 
Donald, rising young actress Booth’s company, mar- 
ried ne’er-do-well and drunkard, decided that the 
unhappiness her self and her children from her 
husband’s irrationality required that she call everything 
off. She left her husband. Then (in this version 
old “Amerian Tragedy”) she and Albert Richardson, 
ace correspondent for Horace Greeley, suddenly, say 
within twenty-four hours from standing start, found 
that they were love. She divorced her husband but 
for three years found inexpedient marry her inno- 
cent lover. What true love couldn’t accomplish, Mc- 
Donald’s bullet did, for Richardson lay his death- 
bed the noble and long suffering pair were united 
matrimony before clergyman hastily summoned 
Greeley. 


Upon proof stupid jury, permitted weak-kneed 
District Attorney, that the deceased had been the 
wife’s paramour for several years, the jury took the law 
into its own hands and acquitted McDonald 
murder charge. 


least that the way the story told, more less, 
The Naked Risk. 


Verification disproof reference the contem- 
porary record not required. is, with the possibly 
sordid elements removed, the story remains trivial, un- 
enhanced the parade historical names, who re- 
main mere names, and encumbered the faults 
inept efforts toward purple-patchery, generally unim- 
aginative expression and frequently inaccurate obser- 
vation. After this one tempted speak the 
and facility” the better known American 
Tragedy. 

From the general observation that, told, the book 
presents bar reading adult, should 
drawn conclusion that all commendable. 


Doris 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


* * 


Neill, Robert Rebel Heiress 
Doubleday. Jan. 17, 1954. 314p. $3.95. 

Two men, Richard Carey and Sir Giles Orton, returned 
England, when Charles was restored his throne, 
claim their ancestral estates. Richard rode with 
naked sword reclaim his acres from Colonel Paget 
against whom had been cherishing accumulated 
rancor the cause Carey Senior’s death exile and 
poverty. found only Barbara and Anne, daughters 
the deceased Roundhead Colonel, 
Kingscroft without murmur. But Sir Giles Orton 
found his estate legally sold and his home ruins. 
And while sober Richard struggled with domestic 
Giles rode off fury. 
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Then ensues tangled episode highwaymen and 
violence, tale two vicars struggling for one parish, 
double romance with the Paget sisters, Roundhead 
sergeant search parish clerkship and rascally 
innkeeper, all complicated the problems Restora- 
tion England, torn and mangled land attempting 
heal the wounds fraternal strife. But villainy un- 
masked and happiness eventually comes all des- 
tinies are worked out English village. 


Mr. Neill has written quietly readable adventure 
romance with skillfully contrived and devel- 
oped plot. Although there violence and sword play 
and death yet the whole the moral tone good and 
the book tells quietly competent story which may 
recommended adult readers. 


* * 


Obedient Men 
Jan. 15, 1954. 308p. $3.50. 


have one simple objective,” wrote Mr. Meadows 
the preface, “to tell the true story ten years Jesuit 
life, and tell good-naturedly. the end the 
reader finds the Jesuits neither sinister nor romantic 
thought, well, the writer cannot help that. 
can only hope that the reader will find interesting 
book about the Jesuits that neither fiction nor propa- 
ganda.” Mr. Meadows was faithful his objective and 
has achieved admirably well. 


Meadows, Denis 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 


The setting the English Province the Society 
Jesus and the ten years span the interval between 1907 
and 1917. Mr. Meadows’ career Jesuit followed 
the usual pattern: two years Novitiate, two years 
Juniorate (classical studies), three years Philosophy 
Stonyhurst, followed three years teaching 
Wimbledon, suburb London. that time Mr. 
Meadows applied his superiors for release from his 
obligations religious. His request was granted. For 
those unfamiliar with Jesuit training may added 
that the remainder the course consists four years 
Theology (with ordination after the third year) and 
one year Ascetical training, termed the “Tertian- 
ship,” year Third Probation. The Jesuit’s final 
vows usually follow two years later and thereafter 
fully accepted and approved member the Society 
Jesus. 


Mr. Meadows’ words are particular charm whenever 
writes the English countryside, much that 
easy credit his statement that Stonyhurst 
had fallen love with England. religious order 
forty years are yesterday and ocean bigger 
than pond, and Mr. Meadows’ very fair presenta- 
tion cross-section English Jesuit life near the 
turn the century perfectly accurate when applied 
American Jesuit life today. Mr. Meadows has given 
account the shadows and light, 
the joys and difficulties, the humor and heroism 
religious life. The fullness that light and joy seems 
have eluded the author and perhaps that was why 
finally decided that was unsuited for the type 
life had undertaken. Perhaps only natural 
sense that absence Obedient Men. 


Charles Trundle, 


University Scranton 


Meadows Terrot Demarest 


Best SELLERs 


Terrot, Charles 


The Angel Who Pawned Her Harp 


Dutton. Jan. 18, 1954. 254p. $3.00. 


When beautiful golden haired young girl walks into 
pawnshop pawn her harp one just naturally thinks 
she looks like And when she touches the 
lives all the people she meets and helps them find 
happiness one does more than: merely think her 
such. But until you turn the last page this extra- 
ordinary book you are never sure. And even then you 
can explain all the incidents the plot natural only 
find the more you think about the less sure you are. 


For this very winsome and original fantasy, flooded 
with sweetness and light, well with mystery and 
miracle. But moves with just the slightest touch 
the mechanical—almost Hollywooden. One can almost 
feel the situation posed before camera. Yet one 
eye was the silver screen the other was the 
writing pad and there Charles Terrot has done very 
well keep his story gay, witty and human. Ned 
Sullivan seems suggest somewhere the story: “Her 
‘Blissfullness’ wonderful story tell your grand- 
children.” 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Demarest, Donald Fabulous Ancestor 
Lippincott. Jan. 1954. 288p. $3.50. 


The title brings mind Lyle Saxon’s Fabulous New 
Orleans. However, while Saxon’s book dealt with the 
entire city, this book deals with simple New Orleans 
fiction. Unlike many called novelists New 
Orleans, the author did not into the Louisiana 
Museum the archives the St. Louis Cathedral 
secure his data. Neither does attempt extoll 
false ancestry; Granny, the main character and the 
author’s grandmother says her ancestors “they were 
mercenaries, soldiers fortune, and we’ve always been 
proud it, but they lent their swords only the side 
justice.” 


recent note published The Register, Catholic 
Weekly, was stated that the author had remarked 
that Orleans predominantly Catholic city, 
bound with the Catholic Church.” That may 
true, but not the main concern the author. Yet, 
one cannot overlook some the aspects the Church 
New Orleans which indirectly brings out. Father 
Dagobert, the Jesuit from Baronne Church, always well 
dressed, has been chosen give him private lessons 
his early teens. Granny feels that lucky get 
“M. from Oxford teach him Latin” 
escape one those “atrocious public schools.” There 
also Father Sebastian, apostle among the poor 
and the Negroes, who toward the end the book has 
become chaplain oil tanker. very simple 
priest whom Demarest very much attached and 
who tells him that “not all saints were pure Caucasian. 
And that down here New Orleans even St. 
tine would have ride Jim Crow.” The grandmother, 
Granny, thought the Church private club while 
Father Sebastian saw difficult race, “boat 
that must sailed through the stormiest felt 
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that the true spirit charity and humility the “white 
Southerner should the Black Southerner” and 
like St. Vincent Paul should serve the poor. In- 
directly the author presents the historical and psycho- 
logical problem the race within the Church. Cleo, 
the Negro cook, who had been converted Father 
Sebastian, and whom Granny had always considered 
the “Voodoo Queen” becomes apostle. Even the 
grandmother has learned much and has changed her 
attitude for toward the end the book she says did 
think that when you left, last friend, would enter 
the convent. The one had mind concerns itself 
with delinquent Negro girls.” Southerner speak- 
ing who has evolved from the time that she felt that 
the Church was “private club.” 


The author wrote this book though were 1930. 
recalls his youth, his education, his contact with 
the legends and traditions the city but above all the 
life with his grandmother “Granny”; “Tante 
who could never forget Paris; Mr. Ligurno, the Italian 
tailor who was the boy’s refuge when Granny became 
too much for him. New Orleans has provided treasures 
for him, nothing grand those Lafitte’s but each 
satisfactory its different way. 


This not historical novel but non-fiction book 
which may outlast the so-called historical novels about 
New Orleans because recreates the atmosphere, the 
legends and the spirit the city the early part this 
century. book truth more than imaginative 
fiction. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Pugh, John Captain the Medici 
Little, Brown. Jan. 21, 1954. 272p. $3.75. 


Stories about Renaissance Italy feature many char- 
acter who, like Pietro Lucca, son Flérentine black- 
smith, command military band (in this case 
the Bande Nere Giovanni Medici) and then 
sought rise higher. Most the action revolves about 
the region Florence which Pietro has had flee 
because spat with the son the powerful Marquis 
Baccio Valori over Cia the daughter Florentine 
taverner. later affray young Valori almost kills 
Pietro and the latter kills Valori’s Spanish bravo and 
for his arrest charge murder issued 
the city authorities. 


mission obtain funds from the Pope for the re- 
organization the crippled Bande Nere the war 
against the Spanish, Pietro trapped Valori and 
becomes the latter’s agent, first mission Mantua 
and then Aguila del Monte regent for Medici 
where betray the fortress the Spanish. When 
Medici dies Pietro made lord Aguila but 
captured the Spanish the broken seige Naples. 


Escaping, returns Aguila and with the aid 
Michaelangelo smashes Spanish invasion force free 
himself from Valori’s clutches. Leading his men the 
defense Florence, however, captured when 
treachery gives the city the Spaniards. Tortured 
the Valori’s rescued his friends and returns 
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Aguila hold the fortress for his new lord, the young 
Duke Cosimo Medici. There lives peace and 
honor with Cia the story ends. 


brawling tale Italian warfare and treachery and 
love unfolded John Pugh these pages and the 
book neither better nor worse than most modern tales 
those days. general can recommended for 
adult readers. 


Brick, John The King’s Rangers 
Doubleday. Feb. 1954. 290p. $3.75. 


The savage Indian warfare along the northern and 
northwestern border the rebelling colonies was 
major factor the War the Revolution. was 
total warfare—barbaric and inhuman. Historians and 
writers the day inveighed against the British use 
Indians and names like John and Walter Butler and 
Guy Johnson were anathema while curiously enough 
the Mohawk, Joseph Brant (Thayendanegea), black- 
ened only with lighter brush. John Brick’s fifth novel 
tells the story from the obverse side the coin; the 
Loyalists had been persecuted, tortured and driven 
from their homes rebel scum and used the Indians 
because the British would send neither sufficient troops 
nor sufficiently able generals. Had they not used In- 
dians the rebels would and besides they did their best 
restrain aboriginal ferocity and save the lives 
prisoners. Brick tells his story through the lips 
Daniel Millard, Captain Butler’s Rangers and one- 
time Butler farmer, whose father died rebel prison 
because refused the oath. Dan fights and 
maiches with the Rangers Wyoming and Cherry 
Valley, the retreat from Sullivan and the Mohawk 
Valley depredations. marries Belle Montour, part- 
Indian granddaughter the notorious Catherine and 
finally settles Canada, returning farming and 
settled life. 


Brick tells his usual gripping and hard-bitten story with 
plenty action and not too successful justification 
Loyalist actions. general his characterization 
Dan Millard well done but wavers from time time 
finds difficult justify Indian atrocities. 
the whole the book suitable for adult readers. 


Cunningham, Thomas Saints Off Pedestals 
Washington Irving Publishing Co. Dec. 22, 1953. 208p. 


During the years 1940 1945 Father Thomas Cunning- 
ham, Ph.D., member the faculty Seton Hall Uni- 
versity, number sketches and stories for 
various magazines. has brought them to- 
gether the present volume and also added new 
essay St. John Fisher. 


Father Cunningham believes that mistake 
place the statues the saints pedestals. This means 
that the people the pews always have look 
them and consequence may easily forget that the 
men and whom the Church has canonized, 
Were once creatures flesh and blood. likewise 
claims that many Catholics tend identify sanctity 
with solitude. His aim, therefore, bring the saints 
down earth showing their human side, and 
remind that can reach the heights sanctity not 


New 
the 
non- 
New 

the 
were 
been 
rked 
city, 
ther 
well 

has 
and 

her, 
hile 

felt 


194 Walsh Huff Hoffman 


only mountain hermitage convent cell but 
the midst active life the world. 


seeks achieve this twofold end first summariz- 
ing the life and character two English martyrs, St. 
Thomas More and St. John Fisher, and describing 
what probably happened when St. Thomas Aquinas, 
whom his fellow-students called “the dumb Sicilian 
ox,” held his first public disputation. Then writes 
brief biographies three persons who “demonstrate 
holiness practical action,” Mother Seton, her nephew 
Archbishop Bayley Baltimore, and Sister Anne Eliza- 
beth, one the pioneers among the Sisters Charity 
New Jersey. the last section switches from 
fact fiction the portrayal “possible incidents” 
the lives four persons; two them are real and two 
are creations his own imagination. These stories, 
tells us, fit with his purpose because they “reveal the 
undying quest the human soul after righteousness.” 


Catholics have distored ideas about the lives 
the saints, this book, added the many excellent 
biographies the saints recent years, will help 
convince our people that their ordinary occupations 
can made stepping-stones holiness. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Walsh, William Thomas 
McMullen. Nov. 16, 1953. 770p. $7.00. 


Dr. Walsh’s well-known biography Philip II, first 
published 1937, has now been reprinted and 
hoped that will have even wider circle 
readers than when first made its appearance. 
presents excellent picture the epic attempts 
Philip strengthen the late sixteenth century Catholic 
forces within Spain, France, the Netherlands, 
England, and the Mediterranean. Dr. Walsh’s ac- 
count does much rehabilitate the personality and 
policies Philip and serves valuable corrective 
the unsympathetic views many Protestant his- 
torians. Perhaps prospective readers will disturbed 
first glance the bulk the volume, but this re- 
viewer can only state that found these pages 
consistently absorbing portrait man and age. 


Richard Grieg, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Philip 


Huff, Darrell How Lie With Statistics 
Norton. Jan. 1954. 142p. $2.95. 


Darrell Huff has provided Mits with interest- 
ing interpretation many the more common mis- 
understandings that arise from used poorly 
presented statistical data. also takes task those 
who, either through ignorance design, 
statistics such manner deceive the general 
reading public! person with some knowledge 
mathematics statistics will probably enjoy this book 
much that she will read one sitting. 
Whether Mits will find interesting not rather 
difficult question answer. The author himself says 


Best 


that many people seem suffer from trauma in- 
duced grade school arithmetic,” and whether this 
mental block will keep people from buying and reading 
his book hard predict. 


The book, written semi-humorous style and cleverly 
illustrated, covers such matters the biased sample, 
graphs that mislead, averages that prove your point, 
post hoc reasoning from statistics, insufficient evidence, 
etc. Mr. Huff coins word and tells how statisti- 
culate, which the process misleading that used 
the statisticliars (and coin one) prove which 
ever side the argument they happen the 
time. The final chapter tells how talk back 
statistic, how critically evaluate the evidence 
presented. 


There nothing the book prevent its being rec- 
ommended for all. fact, this reviewer feels that 
would wonderful every adult did read and 
understood most it. final word for those who did 
not know, Mits That Celebrated Man the 
Street—sometimes called statistic his own right. 


Edward Bartley, 
Department Mathematics, 
University Scranton 


Hoffman, Sylvan Grattan, Hartley 
News the World 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 23, 1953. $4.49. 


recent months the market has been flooded with 
historical encyclopedias, dictionaries and pictorial ac- 
counts things past. The trend part move 
ment popularize and humanize history. The latest 
wrinkle Prentice-Hall publication entitled News 
the World. History from the days the Caveman 
the United Nations dramatically presented with 
accompanying illustrations book made the 
great events history. Each historical event treated 
though few hours before News World 
hit the streets. There are fifty-two issues from 3000 
1952. Each issue carries news stories world 
happenings with editorials, illustrations and obituaries 
the world’s great who have died since the previous 
edition. Events that have occurred different areas 
the world are listed side side column form. 
News the World very similar well illustrated 
history civilization. The only basic difference being 
News the World modern newspaper form. 
News the World published March 15, car- 
ries its lead, story written Fabius Juvenalis, the 
heading “Ceasar Assassinated.” Such press cliches 
throughout the account. Ceasar was pierced the 
daggers, was heard speak softly, “Thou, too, 
Brutus.” Another hot political story that 
Anthony’s verbal attack Cicero. The editorial for 
this edition “After Caesar, Order Chaos?” 

October 14, 1066 complete account the Battle 
Hastings made available the reading public. 
Duke William triumphed over Harold the 
Saxon. dramatic illustration Harold’s death along 
with the Normans’ tactics for victery complete the 
story. Leif Ericsson, Hugh Capet and Pope Leo also 
make this edition. 


FEBRU 


the 
the 
the 
War 
one 
edition 
conten 
ancien 
reign 
change 


throug! 
bury, 
for his 
unique 
editori: 


The 
Selected 
1953. 

The 
some 
content 
the 
proud 
from 


Pohl, 


$2.00; 
This sec 
features 
liamson 
was sick 
acure 
deftly 
discover 
almost 
general 

matter 
recomm 


When 


chines 


in- 
this 


verly 
nple, 
oint, 
ence, 
used 
the 
toa 
lence 


lat 
and 
did 
the 
ht. 


tics, 


with 
latest 
eman 
with 
the 
eated 
Vorld 
3000 
world 
areas 
form. 
rated 
being 


the 
nkled 
the 
Marc 


for 


Battle 
ublic. 
the 
along 
the 
also 


1954 


The American Legion Reader Pohl Siodmak 


195 


Wyndham Clarke Roark 


the reader turns the pages given news stories 
the styles the ages, the Siege Bordeaux, the 
death Columbus oblivion, the great fire London, 
the Monroe Doctrine, Benjamin Disraeli and World 
War II. Naturally this pageant history covers fifty 
one hundred years single copy. Some the 
editions are more interesting than others because 
contemporary appeal. The editors lean heavily 
ancient, medieval and modern European history the 
reign the first Elizabeth. They have not exactly short 
changed the present era but the work suffers from cur- 
history since 1870. 


However, the whole this reviewer enjoyed thumbing 
through accounts Dunstan Archbishop Canter- 
bury, examples Egyptian art and the ever intriguing 
obituaries. This work may used suitable text 
for high school classes world history and its 
unique coverage and lay out asset libraries. The 
editorials are simply written and the news stories may 
digested any layman who has finished the fifth 
grade. News the World collection that suit- 
able reading for children and adults. may help 
revive interest ancient and medieval history. 


Frank Brown, 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


The American Legion Reader 
Selected and edited Victor Lasky. 
1953. 499p. $4.95. 
The the American Legion Magazine spent 
some thirty years gathering the material from which the 
contents this book were selected. real tribute 
the editors and the magazine and they may feel 
proud their result. Truly, one the best digests 
from magazine which has come out years. 

Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Hawthorn. Nov. 11, 


Pohl, Frederick (Editor) 

Star Science Fiction Stories No. 
Ballantine Books. Jan. 18, 1954. 195p. bound, 
$2.00; paper bound, $0.35. 
This second collection original science fiction stories 
features such authors Boucher, Del Ray, Pratt, Wil- 
and Kornbluth. There are some excellent 
stories—one particular about alien visitor who 
was sick his home world and came earth find 
acure and happiness. Another about congruent worlds 
deftly done and another about rock-dwelling entities 
discovering gravity adroitly developed. Orhers are 
almost equally good and all are definitely readable. 
general the moral tone good but because some 
Matter not too suitable for younger readers the book 
recommended for adult 


* * * 
Curt Riders the Stars 
Ba'lantine Books. Jan. 18, 1954. 166p. $0.35. 


When the rocket experiment stations found their ma- 
chines falling from the 400 mile level brittle pieces 


steel they decided they needed meteor which had 
not entered the earth’s atmosphere detect and apply 
its protective covering the rockets. the IBM 
machines went work the records, the psychologists 
abetted and the physiologists tested. The results were 
Gordon, Lockwood and Stanton, best fitted for the 
first human venture into space. The three are trained 
and practiced and the takeoff finally comes. the 
sky Gordon succumbs drive for power and explodes 
the attempt catch meteor too large handle. 
Lockwood loses his mind completely and drives out 
into space and only Richard, love with Jane, the 
project physiologist, has something hold him together 
and returns successfully. fairly well-reasoned, ade- 
quately told psychological account the human ele- 
ment rocketeering, the story seems suitable for all. 


Wyndham, John 


Ballantine Books. 
bound. 

Another original novel from the pen British John 
Wyndham tells quietly competent story earth 
invasion alien beings. Telecasters Mike and Phyllis 
Notson tell the story strange red fireballs dropping 
into the sea, ships mysteriously sunk and invasions 
pressurized sea tanks which spawn pseudo-Coelen- 
terates whose tentacles capture humans and drag them 
into the sea. Governments, because their dilatory 
fear, prove impotent but common people drive the in- 
vaders back into the sea. Then melting icebergs the 
invaders change the climate and tides, destroying 
human economic, political and social organization. 


Out the Deeps 


Dec. 14, 1953. 182p. $0.35 paper 


numerically reduced humanity survives continue 
the struggle. Done restrained British style Out 
the Deeps readable and none too fantastic descrip- 
tion what one ever expects happen. suit- 


able for all. 


Clarke, Arthur Expedition Earth 
Ballantine Books. Dec. 14, 1953. 165p. $0.35 paper 
bound. 

Following prior publication magazines this group 
eleven short stories the President the British Inter- 
planetary Society has been collected into Ballantine 
original. 


The stories are all slightly unusual treatments well 
known themes, all competently done and suitable for 
adult readers. 


REPRINTS 


Roark, Garland Wake the Red Witch 
Dell, 1953. 512p. $0.50. Dell Book. (Original Little, 
Brown edition, 1946, reviewed vol. no. Apr. 
1946.) 

When Ralls and Sam Rosen, co-owners the ship 
Queen Melbourne anchored the lagoon Little 
Scembawa the Dutch East Indies the threads 
complicated series careers begin draw together 
into knot packed with hatred, revenge, sex, ruth- 
lessness, immorality, murder, suggestiveness, cruelty, 
sadism and contempt for law, that hardly worth 
while wade threugh its highly complicated 


. 


196 Davis Gardner Frank Shute 


Davis, Burke Yorktown 


Pocket Books. Jan. 1954. 320p. $0.35. 

sergeant escaped from prison ship rejoin his 
commander, the eccentric Mad Anthony Wayne, and 
with him participate the revolt the Pennsyl- 
vania Line and the latter days the campaign the 
South where Lafayette traps Cornwallis and Yorktown 
effectively ends the Revolution. lusty adventure 
story with one man’s view Wayne, Lafayette and 
Washington. 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 
The Case the Buried Clock 


Pocket Books. Dec. 1953. 233p. $0.25. 
Reprint book first published May, 1953. 


Vincent Blane, rich banker asks Harly Raymand, 
convalescing veteran the family’s summer 
cabin “keep eye” things. Included the 
“things” one Mr. Jack Hardisty, son-in-law Vin- 
cent Blane, rather worthless character. Harly’s 
first night there discovers the said Mr. Hardisty quite 
dead from bullet wound, lying the unused back 
bedroom the cabin. 

Perry Mason, the detective then moves in, and the story 
“moves on” the typical Gardner fashion. alarm 
clock found buried box the cabin grounds proves 
the outstanding clue solving the murder. 


Best 


Frank, Anne 
Anne Frank: The Diary Young Girl 
Pocket Books. Dec. 1953. 237p. $0.25. 


Reprint book first published June, 1952. 
viewed Best Sellers, July 1952 Dr. Helen Butler, 
Marywood College. “What makes this diary teen- 
age Jewish girl unbearably poignant the 
knowledge the page upon page retrospection that 
Anne Frank’s day dreams, her energy and drive and 
unusually fine mind ended the concentration camp 
...” document the book valid and inter- 
esting. picture adolescence, with its bewildering 
range emotions significant and times heart- 
breaking.” 


Shute, Nevil Round the Bend 


Dell, 1953. 384p. $0.35. Dell Book. (Original Mor. 
row 1951, reviewed vol. 10, no. 24, Mar. 15, 
1951. 


Nevil Shute has written story the gospel work. 
The quasi-Horatio Alger emergence Tom Cutter 
from Southampton garage-boy commercial air- 
lines owner the East, serves more than the pur- 
pose peg which hang the more significant 
story Connie Shaklin, Russo-Chinese engineer 
turned mystic. very readable, adventuresome and 
moral, sentimental story. 
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